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Visiting Artist Lecture #2

Nao Bustamante


This was a very interesting visiting artist lecture.  Nao Bustamante began the lecture with all the lights off except for the light from her laptop shining on her face.  She said she was going to hypnosis the audience so that we would become her and not judge her or her work.  In her words, she wanted us to, “find yourself through me.”  She stated that she did not believe herself to be a real artist.  She did say that she is anti-art and anti-entertainment, but that is hard to believe given the amazing performances that she puts on.  She uses her body in many of her art performances and also incorporates humor and does outrageous acts to shock her audience.


The first performance piece she discussed was called, Under The Rug.  In this piece she put herself under a rug and talked in a microphone while completely covered up by the rug.  Many people observing did not think that she was actually under there speaking and spectators were allowed to come up and kick her and sit on her, which they did.


Another piece she discussed was called, Rosa Does Joan.  In this piece she pretended to be this fictional character, Rosa.  Rosa was an exhibitionist that loved to be naked all the time and be seen by everyone.  She took this fictional character and fooled enough people that she was able to go on the Joan Rivers Show in 1992.  She really dedicated herself to the role, even though it was outrageous.


My favorite piece she talked about was a performance video called, Silver and Gold.  This video started out seeming very normal with a girl picking flowers.  The girl starts dancing and sees a mannequin in a glittery outfit and starts dancing with it and then they become one and then all of a sudden, the girl (Nao) looks down and she has a penis.  This part got quite the rise out of the audience.  Then, all of a sudden there are tons of penises chasing Nao! Which is one of the most ridiculous plots I have ever seen, but the comedic timing in the performance video was priceless and made the audience laugh hysterically.  


Overall I really enjoyed this artist lecture.  I was so enthralled with Nao’s pieces of work I wanted her to tell us more about what she has done because they were so unique and made me laugh and most importantly they were entertaining.

