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The Wonders of Sculpting Sound

! Lesley Flanigan uses speakers and other electronics to sculpt music. She is a 

sound artist. She started the lecture by playing a song from her album titled “Sleepy”. It 

was very melodic, and sounded almost like a buddhist chant, like an “om”. It was calm, 

and not disturbing at all. It sounded like she was singing a bit, but all the tones were 

very drawn out. A low bass echoed a higher pitched noise. I donʼt want to use the word 

“trippy” as this is hard to define, but it was trippy in the commonly known sense. When it 

was over she mentioned that it was a pairing of a sound and voice, and that it was 

simple. 

! Flanigan next spoke about how she found herself working with speakers. She 

studied sculpture in school, mostly working with wood. She has been a singer her whole 

life, and a musician in other senses. She never thought to bring singing and sculpture 

together when she was in school. Flanigan now sculpts with voice, speakers, and noise.

! Flanigan learned how to work with technology at school at NYU. She creates a 

small amplifier, and she showed the video of the first time she tested it. It made many 

different sounds, and it seemed to deeply inspire her. She could finally touch this sound, 

and use it in her sculptures. Sound and physical form come together in harmony, and 

she built her first “speaker feedback instrument.” It is five speakers inlayed in wood, and 

when turned on you can touch each one of them and it will make a sound. She has 

preformed this very loudly, but she commented on how she loved to touch and play and 



interact with each other the small speakers. They were all interconnected with each 

other. 

! After the five speaker instrument she decided to separate the speakers, and 

leave them to “have their own voice.” In the beginning, these were installation works 

instead of performance works. The installations were beautiful, Flanigan commented, 

but she wanted more “amplification.” She started to preform with these noises, and 

sculpt with the noise. She says that noise is a material, and then it becomes a sound 

and “we” become more comfortable, then once they start to repeat themselves they 

become musical. Her understanding of these sounds is incredible. It was hard to follow 

how she got from the first instrument to collecting, and making beautiful music. I love 

how passionate she is about her work. A video helped a little to clear the confusion.

! Flanigan then shows a video where there are three speaker boxes, and as she 

“scoops” the microphone around the boxes the sounds change, and it becomes a 

performance work. She then picks up the box, and sings and uses the speaker again to 

create a song. She sees herself as a sculptor on stage, and not necessarily a musical 

performer. People recognized her as a composer, and a musician so naturally she was 

invited to tour.

! Flanigan has been to music festivals after she released her album Amplifications. 

She does not stand behind a computer at all and this makes her very unique. I think of 

her as a sculpture of sound as well. She is very innovative with her works, and quite 

brilliant. 



! Along with touring, Flanigan has been invited to preform with ensembles. She 

had to workshop with them, and give them some instructions. The ensemble would play 

the speaker then play their instrument. The combination was very beautiful she said. 

! Voice was another aspect of her lecture. She mentions how she wants all of the 

sounds of voice, and wants all of them to layer and become something great. She puts 

a speaker on the throats of some singers to create one work. The song was called 

Broken, and was played for the audience. This song was different than the other songs 

that she played because it was only voice through microphones. It sounded extremely 

melodic and beautiful. I think that she is a brilliant artist, because she creates sounds 

that no one else has created before. This interest me because I am always wondering 

how some sounds are made, and she simply made sounds that are beautiful. Lesley 

Flanigan is one of the most original artists that I have experienced because she shapes 

and sculpts the music rather than making sounds on a laptop. 

!


