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! Aki Sasamoto is a performance artist that dabbles in other media including eating 
contests. She currently lives in New York City. When one first entered the lecture she 
was playing videos of herself on the projector, and giggling in the corner of the room 
while talking to someone. She was dressed in a full arm to toe black jump suit with 
pigtails held by red ribbons. This happened to be the same outfit she was sporting when 
myself and classmate Camille Breslin ran into her at the Fox Theater during a Bonobo 
concert the next day. She was just as charismatic and wild as when we saw her speak.
! During her “lecture” she had a list from A-Z projected from her computer screen 
onto the projector. The list included; “3 likes / 3 dislikes”, or “Dance Shows”, and 
“Performance/ Installation”. The audience got to yell out what letter they wanted her to 
talk about. These letters were just the starting point of her quite theatrical lecture. 
Throughout the lecture I was trying to figure out if anything she was saying was actually 
true, because she did she that she lied. I came to the conclusion, that yes, this was just 
another performance for her. I felt that this really depicted the artist truly. One could just 
lecture about their work, or one can really show you their work. Aki definitely showed us 
who she is as an artist.
! When she was trying to explain the purpose of life to the crowd, this is where her 
art really shined through. She drew a diagram, and explained every step of the way to 
the audience. The “Tink” is the madonna type, the teachers pet, the anorexic, they will 
do anything for anyone. Then there are the “Odds” who can spot the Tink. They are 
bullied, have complex feelings, but she is the one who experiences the world first. Then 
there is “Prof. Kaufner”, she is a lab study type, and she holds the Tink above the 
ground, but she does not care about the Tink. After these characters getting onto 
happiness trains and such, Aki came to the conclusion that the the purpose of life is to 
find Prof. Kaufner. I would just like to comment that the whole time this was being 
explained, Camille Breslin was looking mighty confused, and I could tell that she had yet 
come to the conclusion that this was indeed a performance. Or maybe she had, and she 
was still a little puzzled.
! Aki showed us some more of her performance works, like when she pretended to 
be a fly and got stuck to sculptures she had created. Her real art displayed during her 
lecture was the Tink story because it accurately represented what she does and who 
she is as an artist. 
! This artist made the crowd think, wonder, and play. She mesmerized the crowd, 
and perhaps confused them a little. As for her art, it is not my style of art but it was sure 
entertaining. I hope that Aki Sasamoto moves forward in her career of installation 
performance art because I think it shows the viewer something that they are not 
expecting. The viewer will learn something new, either about art or about themselves, 
and this makes art worth doing and studying.


